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2nd Sunday Advent 120521 C 

When I was a kid, one of the many places I would get dragged to 

with my grandmother was the post office.  Some of you young 

people have probably never even been in one.  Things are a lot 

different today.  But back in the day, post offices were really busy 

places — and that meant long lines of people waiting to conduct 

business.  

And on the wall of nearly every post office was something I’m not 

sure even exists anymore.  Some of you know what I’m talking 

about, right?  I’m talking about the FBI’s “Most Wanted” poster — the 

one with all the pictures of people we should be on the lookout 

for.  For a child, this was a pretty attention-getting sort of thing.  I 

would look at the faces carefully and then turn around slowly and 

make sure there wasn’t a murderer or bank robber standing behind 

us waiting to buy Christmas stamps.  I’m not sure what I would have 

done if he or she was actually standing there, but I checked 

nonetheless.  It makes me chuckle when I think about it. 

And as you know, every once in a while, one of these really “famous” 

criminals does indeed get apprehended — sometimes after decades 

of hiding from the law.  Most people presume that, given enough 

time, a fugitive will get caught — no matter how hard they try not 

to.  And in a very real sense, it’s totally up to the ones searching to 
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“get their man”, so-to-speak.  They’re certainly not supposed to 

simply sit around and wait for the criminal to walk through their 

door and confess. 

“Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his paths.  

Every valley shall be filled, and every mountain and hill made 

low.” 

These words are very familiar to us.  They’re from Isaiah, but we see 

Luke using them here in reference to John the Baptist — the voice 

crying out in the desert.  Similar words were also used in the First 

Reading from the prophet Baruch as he describes the imminent 

return of the Jewish people from exile in Babylon.   I’m always struck 

by the use of the word “his”.  Make straight HIS paths.  Shouldn’t it 

be . . . Make straight OUR paths?  Aren’t WE the ones doing the 

pursuing, the ones who have to find a way to God — the ones who 

have to do all the work to “get our man”? 

Hardly.  In fact, the one thing we can absolutely count on is God’s 

unrelenting pursuit OF US.  He’s after us — not once in a while, but 

always — the “hound of heaven” who never gives up the chase, 

never takes a rest, never leaves a stone unturned.  He wants to “get” 

us, or rather “get to” us.  And if you need proof of that you don’t need 

to look far, just far enough to gaze on a tiny boy in a manger. 
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I guess you could say each of us is on God’s Most Wanted 

List.  Imagine that. 

So why doesn’t it happen to everyone all the time?  Why does it 

seem to be difficult for God to do what God wants to do?  After all, 

authorities routinely catch people who are doing all they can to not 

get caught.  So why can’t God get to us — people who WANT to be 

caught, people who want to be in God’s embrace, people who want 

every blessing God wants to provide?  How come? 

Well, put simply — God loves us so much that he refuses to force 

himself on us. 

In other words, our loving God desperately wants our “yes” just like 

he desperately wanted Mary’s “yes” — but he completely respects 

our “no”.  He wants that “yes” to be spoken from within every 

human heart — the “yes” that has the power to fill in the valleys and 

make low the mountains — “yeses” which open the doors that let 

God in. 

And so, if we choose to hide from God, God will be hiding with us, 

waiting to be let in.  And if we run from God, God will run alongside 

us, waiting for us to stop and let him in.  And if we turn our backs on 

God, he will patiently stand behind us, waiting for us to turn around 
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and invite him in.  That’s the God we have — a God who wants 

nothing more than for us to want him as much as he wants us. 

Of course, “yes” is not simply a word, it’s a disposition, an 

orientation, an attitude, a way of life — a profound openness to 

God’s grace.  And ‘no” isn’t just a word either.  We actually say “no” 

— that is, keep the mountains and valleys in God’s way — every 

time we . . . . . . 

Ignore the voice within. 

Resist the changes we need to make. 

Hold grudges and prejudices and hateful attitudes. 

Put our own needs before the needs of others. 

Convince ourselves that our way is better than God’s way. 

“Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his paths.  

Every valley shall be filled and every mountain and hill made 
low.” 

My friends, we’re on God’s Most Wanted List. No doubt about that.  

Let’s be sure he is on ours. 


